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HOT DOCS

Festival runs April 17-27 at these verues:

Al Grezn Theatre (Bloar JCC), 750 Spading A,
Bicor Cinema, 504 Bloor W

Cumnbarland Cinamas, 159 Cumberland

Ienis Town Hall, 2 Sussex

lsabel Bader Theatre, 73 Charles W

ROM Theatre, 100 Cusen's Parl

Royal Cinema, 608 Collage

Winter Garden Theatre, 129 Yonge

Indiviehi:al sceenings $10 (bofore Bpar 12 [a*er
LRSS fafter Tpm). Festiva: Joarst $70-3160. Tick
et available at The Dowumentary Box Gfice, 87
Awenie, #16 AIF-F180. Go e weehuotdozs.ca for
Lonmplote sehedh

REVIEWS AT JASCH ANBERSON, CHANDLER LEVACK,
TR MAY N AN

BE LIKE OTHERS &

Directed by Tanaz Eshaghian. 74 min, Apr
21, 7:18pm, Isabel Bader; At 24, d:15pm,
Cumberfand,

"Becausa [thi Quran) does not speciically say
that 3 sex change is a sin, we cannot call it a
sin,” says & Muslira cleric by way of axplaining
why sc. changes were officially sanctioned in
Iran -— a country where homosexuality is mot
merely stigretized, but considered grounds
for execution, Be Like Others probies the Fall-
out of this falwa, foregrounding the experi-
ences uf several young men in vivious stages
of gencler-reassignment Farmally polished
and emulionally rav, Tanag Eshaghian’s film
puls the lie to Western notions of Iran as a
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homogenous society while tallying up the
physical, emotional, and sniritual sosts of this
particutar sont of “fitting in." an

BEAUTIFUL LOSERS w2 &

Directed by Aaron Rase, Joshua Lecnard, 80 mins.
Api 19, Tpm, Cumberband; April 21, 1:30 pm, Cum-
herland.

It's easy to dismiss Beautiful Losers as the
product of hipsters trying to make art —— until
you swratch berneath the sonsuous surface
imagery oi LA skateboarders and Harmony
Kerine tap dancing for spare change. Aaren
Rose — awner of Mew York's Alleged Gallery
— cultvated a community of freaks in the
rnigl: ‘905, antists wha gleaned from folk teadi-
tions, graffiti and punk rock 1o express their
own isolation and repressed anxiety, With
sumptuous cinematography showcasing the
gorgaous line art of Margaret Kilgallen, Ed
Templeton, and Barry McGee — often trans.
posed onto an inner city biflboard o train
compartincnt — Beautiful Losers fips a defi-
ant middle finger 1o any art-school vernacu-
lar. ¢t

PAMCE WITH A SERIAL KILLER # s
Directed by Migel Williams. 72 min, April 20, $:30pm,
ROM; April 23, 71:30am, ROM,

I this reallife pohce procedural, the invas-
tigation of the 1989 death of a woman an
a beach in Brittany eventually leads to the
capture of Francis Heaulmes, a transiant
tesponsible for at least 40 murders all over
France. * think he came very ¢losc to getting
awveay with it,” says Jean Frangois Abgrall, tha
detective who put it all together. Indeed, it's
hard 1i believe that Heaulmes’ crimes would
wver have bean linked if not for the deter
mination of the coolly methodical Abgrail,
as well as a few convenient plot twists that
would sirain viewers' crodulity if this chilling
slony weran't true, Ja

EROTICONS % % %

Dirceted by Heddy Henigmann, 53 min. Agr 18,
7:15pm, RO, Apr 19, ngon, RO,

Last year, Heddy Honigmann received Hot
Dacs’ Qutstanding Achievement Award in
recognition of her carecr accomplishments,
and Ematicons is a typicaily fine piece of
work. [t focuses on six tecnaged girls in the
Metherlands whose lives revolve around
some {erm of online social networking; under
Henigmann's patient and empathetic gaze,
they reveal the reasons lor their detach-
ment. Anyone expecting a portrait of "lgst
souls” may be surprised; by tracing the lina
from electranic cangress 10 flash-and-blood
interaction, Emoticons reveals itself as a film
about the joy of being found. an

HOLD IFE TIGHT, EET ME GO *keax

Rirected by Kim Longinstte. 100 min. April 19,
9:15pm, Isabel Bader; April 27, 3:30pm, Bloor.
The latest by one of Britain's best decu-
mentary filmmakers is a typically intimate
and powearbul work about an axtiaordinary
schenl in Oxford for emoticnaily troubled
children. Apt to cuss out, spit on and punch
their teachers — whe display a restraint that
can only be considered uncanny — Lhese
kids obviously have a fot of issues to work
out. Patient and perceptive, Hold e Tigrht,
Let Me Goillustrates the daunting complex-
ity of 2ach subject’s situatian while bringing
troubling issues of parenting and pedagogy
directly 1o the fore, Ja

THE RISE AND FALL OF

GRUMPY BURGER & % %%

Diracted by Matt Gallagher. 84 min, Aprit 20, Zpm,
Rayal; April 23, 11:5%pm, Bloar.

A not-so-apic tale of ambition, schlock wnd
all-beef patties, Matt Gallagher's very funny
portrait of a filrmaker paf seoms tailer-made

far cult status. Windsor, Cntarie’s VRIY QI
Roger Corman, Marshall Sfalcin is happsy Lo
fll his no- budget, Z.geade productiong with
cardboard monsters and topless girls. My
wonder things go awry when he trigs ta go
legit with & movie about his grandfather's res-
taurany, which may have beaten McDaonald's
to the concept of fast food. When not stirving
up battles in his family, Sfalcin ridicules Gata
gher's own cfforts to turn this moviemakers
lite into & movie fand a great one at hat) s

SOMNG SURG ELUE wa &%

Directed by Greg IKohs. 87 mins, Apsif 18, 9pm,
Bloar; April 20, 7:15pm, ROM.

As Amarican gethie as it gels in Milwaukeo,
husband and wife perlormance duy Lrght-
ning & Thunder endure car crashes, Liospi-
talization and a slowing appreciation for their
schmaltzy Neil Diamond covers en mule to
a surefire comeback. Greg Kohs captures
subijects — mow paunchy and desponden,
ciadin sequined vests adorned wilh stars and
siripes —— mired in bilter realism, testing tl
terms of unconditional v, This documen.
tary is filled with poignant mements, the best
of which invelve an onstage dust with Ededic
Vedder and a chain-smoking nuclaar farnily
squabbling over skillets at Denny’s. Cwver.
wraught and unbearably sentimental, Sorg
Sung Blue is as heart-ronding as Diamond's
guHtizst pleasuses. o

TRIAGE: DR. JAMES ORBINSICIS

HUMANITARIAN DILEMMA % # & %
Directed by Patrick Recd. BS min. il 22, 9:15pm,
Bloor; April 27, 7:15pm, Bloor.

A first-hand witness 1o some ol the worst hor
ors in recent hurnan history, D James Orkin
shi acimits that he feels "nearfy uncontainable
rage” st the peaple whe ailewad it all to hag-
pen, whether the perpelators ware Somal
warlords, Hutu hate mongers or indifTerent
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